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fact; let us examine it under the two hypotheses as
to the origin of man.

According to the first hypothesis, the human race
in its present condition was gradually formed by a
slow process of evolution under natural laws from
some lowly animal form. The mental condition
would undergo a slow process of development just
like the bodily. Sin, therefore, gradually grew up
along with the development of the moral nature, and is
to be looked on accordingly as part of our nature such
as God made it. Sinning is part of our nature, like
walking, or eating and drinking. Great sins are to
be avoided, just as gluttony should be avoided,
though eating is lawful This theory, therefore,
makes God the author of sin. As sin, at least in
moderation, is part of our nature, we need not think
so very much of it, nor can we expect ever to get rid
of it. Nor need we suppose that any very serious
consequences will result from it; for how can we
imagine that God, who wills the happiness of His
creatures, will hold us seriously responsible for what
is inherent in the nature that He has given us ? not
indeed given us directly, but resulting from the neces-
sary and inevitable operation of the laws which He
has established, which comes to much the same thing.
We should indeed avoid great sins, and try to im-
prove somewhat; but presently death comes and
puts an end to the whole matter. For if man arose